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The Outpost is published monthly by the Three Forks Treasure Hunters Club.  We are a nonprofit  
organization dedicated to the promotion of metal detecting as a hobby. No brand or model of metal 
detector is endorsed by the club. Membership is open to the public with the only requirement being 
that all members follow the Treasure Hunters Code of Ethics. Club dues are $25.00 per family yearly. 
Any comments or stories that you would like to contribute to your newsletter are always welcome. 
 
MEETINGS:  First Friday of each month. 
TIME :  7:15 P.M 
PLACE:  Wagoner Community  Building at the corner 
of Jefferson and  Cherokee Streets in Wagoner,  Oklahoma. 
NEXT MEETING:   June 1, 2007  
BOARD MEETING:  6:30 June 14th at the Coffey’s Blueberry  
Farm in Okay. Everyone is invited to attend! 
CLUB PO BOX:  P.O. Box 753 Wagoner, Ok. 74477-0753 
CLUB WEB SITE:  www.threeforkstreasurehunters.org 
  
2007  CLUB OFFICERS: 
PRESIDENT:              Gary Young 
VICE PRESIDENT:    Tom Godfrey 
SECRETARY:              Shawn Gilbert             
TREASURER:              Cathy Young 
BOARD MEMBERS:    
                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                     
VOLUME  XXIV  ISSUE 4   JUNE 2007  

EDITOR:  Chuck Marcum 
PHONE:   (918)  906-9912 
EMAIL:    newslettereditor@threeforkstreasurehunters.org 

  NEWSLETTER OF THE THREE FORKS TREASURE HUNTERS CLUB 
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Francis Tracy 
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June 1 
June 14 
June 30 
July 6 
July12 
November 3 
 

3 Forks Club Meeting 
3 Forks Board Meeting 
Three Forks Club Hunt 
3 Forks Club Meeting 
3 Forks Board Meeting 
Fort Donelson TN Hunt 
 

Upcoming Events 

June 11             Ruth Littrell 
June 14             Bob Dunn 
June 19             Angel Albarado 
June 25             Terry Archer 
June 26             Jeremy Willis 
          
 

The Three Forks National 
Hunt Winners  

June 13        Terry & Ann Archer 

Detector Raffle Winners 
Crawford Cameron -  Edmond, OK    Whites MXT 
Bill Kruse -  Cabot, AR                       $2 1/2 Gold Coin 
Len Eames - Tulsa, OK                       $10.00 Gold Coin 
 
Detector Winners 
Lewis Gonzales - Haskell, OK           Whites MXT 
Wayne Starr - Wagoner, OK               Whites Prizm II  
Tim Schlup - Muskogee, OK              Whites XLT 
John Jones - Greenwood, AR              Whites DFX 
Jim Dill - Tulsa, OK                            Minelab X-Terra 70 
Duane Dyer - Wetumka, OK               Minelab X-Terra 50 
 
Deep Competition Winners 
1st  Chuck Marcum - Tulsa, OK 
2nd Terry Archer - Tulsa, OK 
3rd  Jerry Hoffman - Muskogee, OK 
3rd  Jim Webb - Tulsa, OK  

A couple of National Hunt views. 
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   JUNE 30th  AT THE COFFEY’S BLUEBERRY FARM IN OKAY. 
   
    

    The Night Hunt Entry Fee is $15.00 up until June 14th. There is also a  
    mandatory Prize Donation worth at least $5.00. Children 12 and under 

         can hunt both hunts for half price and waive the donation. 
 
      

      Randall’s 4 Room Frenzy Hunt Entry Fee is $10.00 up until June 14th.  
   
     

You can pay in Silver up until the time of the Hunts. Silver prices will 
    be $9.00 face value. Plus the $5.00 Prize Donation for the Night Hunt. 

 
       

  We will be having a Pot Luck Dinner. There will be a sign up sheet  
at the meeting or let us know what you want to bring.  

      You will need to furnish your own drinks. 
   
   
  3:00           Setup and bury Hunts 
  5:00           Randall’s 4 Room Frenzy Hunt 
  6:30?         Pot Luck Dinner 
  Dark:30      Night Hunt 
    

    THREE FORKS SUMMER CLUB HUNT 

Name 
 

 Night Hunt     $15.00 
 Night Hunt     $1.70 Silver  
 Randall’s 4 Room Frenzy Hunt    $10.00 
 Randall’s 4 Room Frenzy Hunt   $1.10 Silver 

       
Total Cash 
 
Total Silver 
            

 Name 
 

 Night Hunt    $15.00 
 Night Hunt    $1.70 Silver  
 Randall’s 4 Room Frenzy Hunt     $10.00 
 Randall’s 4 Room Frenzy Hunt    $1.10 Silver 

 
 
Total Cash 
 
Total Silver 
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    MAY PRIZE DONATIONS  
 DONATION                               SHARED BY                             SHARED TO 

The 50/50 Pot was shared to Mary Tracy. 
The Donation Drawing was shared to Tim Schlup. 
The Display Drawing was shared to Vicki Lang. 
The Attendance Drawing was shared to Lee Wierzchowski. 

Cologne 
Blackberry Jam 
Bird Cards 
Peach Jam 
$5.00 Bill 
$2.00 Bill & $1.00 Coin 
Panasonic Oxyride Batteries 
Panasonic Oxyride Batteries 
Media Vault 
$5.00 Bill 
Flashlight 
Utility Line 
Umbrella 
$5.00 Bill 
Silver Half Dollar 

Mary Tracy 
Nancy Coffey 
Mary Tracy 
Gene Coffey 
Tim Schlup 
Lee Wierzchowski 
Indian Nations Detectors 
Indian Nations Detectors 
Gary Young 
Jerry Harlin 
Gary Young 
Gary Young 
Cathy Young 
Tom Godfrey 
Three Forks 

Larry Koch 
Lawrence Neville 
Tim Schlup 
Chuck Marcum 
Larry Koch 
Tom Neville 
Gene Coffey 
Mary Tracy 
Tim Schlup 
Gary Young 
Nancy Coffey 
Tim Schlup 
Chuck Marcum  
Tim Schlup 
Jerry Harlin 

National Hunt Night Hunt Treasure. 
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MAY  FIND OF THE MONTH WINNERS 

                      PROS                                                            AMATEURS 

Oldest Coin 
1 1868 Shield Nickel                                Chuck Marcum 
2 1881 Indian Head Cent                          Tom Neville 
3 1904 Indian Head Cent                          Jim Simmons 
 
Jewelry 
1 10k Gold Ring                                       Tim Schlup 
2 Silver Ring                                             Tom Neville 
3 Copper Ring                                           Jim Simmons 
 
Val. Coin Silver & Gold 
1 1897 Barber Half Dollar                         Tony Morris 
2 1916 Barber Dime                                  Tim Schlup 
3 1907 Barber Dime                                  Tom Neville 
 
Valuable Coin - Other  
1 1912s Wheat Cent                                   Tom Neville 
2 1928D Wheat Cent                                  Jim Simmons 
3 1919s Wheat Cent                                   Tim Schlup 
 
Relic 
1 Brass Arrowhead                                    Chuck Marcum 
2 Sterling Silver Compact                         Tom Neville 
3 Muskogee Street Car Token                   Tim Schlup 
 
Military Relic 
1 Bullet                                                      Chuck Marcum 
2 Button                                                     Tom Neville 
3 U.S. Collar Button                                  Jim Simmons 
 
Non - Metallic 
1 Corkscrew Marble                                  Tom Neville 
2 Bennington Marble                                 Tim Schlup 
3 Marble                                                     Jim Simmons 
 

Oldest Coin 
1 1900 Indian Head Cent                                Lawrence Neville 
2 1925 Wheat Cent                                         Larry Koch 
3 No Entry 
        
Jewelry 
1 Silver Ring                                                   Lawrence Neville 
2 Heart                                                            Vicki Lang 
3 No Entry 
 
Val. Coin Silver & Gold 
1 1914D Barber  Dime                                   Lawrence Neville 
2 No Entry 
3 No Entry 
        
Valuable Coin - Other 
1 1911s Wheat Cent                                        Lawrence Neville 
2 1945 Wheat Cent                                         Vicki Lang 
3 No Entry 
 
Relic 
1 Farm Tools Watch Fob                                 Lawrence Neville 
2 Brass Latch                                                   Vicki Lang 
3 No Entry 
 
Military Relic 
1 WWII Button                                                Larry Koch 
2 WWII Button                                                Lawrence Neville 
3 No Entry 
 
 
Non - Metallic 
1 Marble                                                          Lawrence Neville 
2 No Entry 
3 No Entry 

Golden Eagle Award 

Lawrence Neville found a real 
nice Farm Tools Watch Fob. 

You can view pictures of all winning  
entries and point standings every month  
on our website. 

No Picture Available 
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  My favorite maps are the GLO Township Plats. They are 
the most accurate of  the 1800s and early 1900s maps 
drawn of  Indian , Oklahoma Territory, and Oklahoma. 
They were the result of the surveys of 1895 to 1897, when 
the GLO (Government Land Office) contracted  
out the jobs of dividing up the Indian Nations for the an-
ticipated allotments and the eventual selling and buying of  
those allotments. Some said the allotments given to every 
single member of the tribes would instill in them the pride 
of ownership for their land and that they would then adapt 
the white man’s ways. I call it divide and conquer, but 
that’s another story well worth telling. The Surveyors first 
divided the land into townships which contained 36 square 
miles. Then  they split the township into individual square 
mile sections. All of the information they gathered when 
measuring around the township and sections was recorded  
into a field book. Upon completion of their surveys the 
field books were sent to the GLO in Washington DC. 
There, draftsmen drew the Township Plats from the survey 
notes in the books. The Plats are right on the money along 
the section line. The surveyors physically located every-
thing close to the lines such as houses, roads, fences, 
drains, schools, stores, and anything else close by was 
measured with their chain. They guessed a distance out to 
the houses further out in the section if they could see it. If 
it was a wooded area and they couldn’t see a house 
through the trees it didn’t get located or put on the map. A 

good indication of a house being out there would be a road 
heading out into the section and not showing up  
on any of the opposite section lines. All roads led somewhere 
Most of the  older 1830s to 1860s sites were long gone by the 
time these maps were made. It could be an old road leading 
to one of these older sites.  The Survey notes will sometimes 
reveal more details than the map shows. The notes are usu-
ally pretty easy to read despite of some of the handwriting. In 
the example below the numbers on the left is a distance from 
the section corner measured in chains. One Chain is 66 feet. 
They also used links abbreviated lks which is 0.66 of a foot, 
100 lks in a chain. This 66 foot long chain was used for 
measuring around the mile sections and locating items. A 
quarter of the way down the page at 78.00 chains they’re at 
the corner of sections 17, 18, 19, and 20. You can locate that 
corner on the map to the left. A little further down on the 
notes they say they headed north  0 degrees 3 minutes west, 
which is about due north between sections 17 and 18. At 
40.00 chains (2,640 feet) they set the 1/4 Corner (half  mile 
corner). Then continuing north they crossed a couple of  

drains. Here is where it gets fun. At 54.00 chains 
(3,564 feet) they crossed a road describing  which way 
it went and west a distance of 2.00 chains (132 feet) 
there was a log cabin. From that section corner on the 
map you spotted  where they took off from, you can 
see the drains and the road they located. The map just               

shows a  black square which is a symbol for a house where 

MAPS, NOTES, AND RELIC HUNTING 
By Chuck Marcum 

Partial page of Survey Notes from which some of the map above was drawn. 

                         Part of an 1897 GLO Township Plat 
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 the log cabin was. To me a log cabin is probably older than 
the standard 1890s houses on these maps. Years ago after 
reading these Survey Notes Terry, Marvin, my boy James 
and I decided to hunt the log cabin site. The north - south 
section line is now on a County Road but there is a parallel 
dirt road just west. Terry clocked a distance I gave him, 3.25 
tenths on his odometer from the north section line. This is 
before I got my GPS and we had to think about where we 
were going. He stopped his truck and I pointed east to the 
location where the cabin was. Marvin walked over there and 
immediately popped up a seated dime. He also found a Great 
Coat Button. The site was in a thicket but James still dug 
some one piece slick buttons. It was an older site and the 
Survey Notes led us to it. We hunted some of the other house 
sites on the map but just found 1890s Indian Heads and an 
1880s Shield Nickel except of course Marvin. 
  Some surveyors were better than others in describing 
houses and roads. They were all paid by the mile and some 
were under more stress by their employers than others to get 
finished. On the map you can see where a road was named 
by where it went and in section 19 the land owner was 
named next to his house. S. W. Farrill must have either 
talked to them, let them drink from his well, or maybe even 
put them up for the night. Some other features the plats show 
are fences which contain plowed fields in this example. The 
area is also heavily wooded as shown by all of the tree sym-
bols. We hunted a little out in these woods. I saw Marvin 
spending a lot of time digging in one spot. Now Marvin 
doesn’t dig with a shovel he uses a hand digger. I said some-
thing to him and he called me over there. He asked me to 
check his hole with my machine. I told him it sounded good 
one way and not to good the other, what I called an iffy sig-
nal. He ran his 1266 back over it and said “I know it’s a good 
signal”. Marvin knows that 1266 probably better than anyone 
else. Terry always says that it’s like an 
extension of his arm. He had a good size 
hole there and started digging with his 
hand digger again. I offered him my 
shovel and after a couple of scoops I 
saw the coin. It looked like a seated 
quarter and I swear it was about 18” 
deep. I even asked him about it last time 
I saw him to make sure, like a fish story 
I wasn’t exaggerating about the depth of 
it and he assured me that it was that 
deep. We looked the quarter up in the 
red book on the way home. About an 
hour after I got home Terry called and 
said that it wasn’t a quarter but a twenty 
cent piece. I believe the date was 1875. 
That was the first and last twenty cent piece I’ve ever seen. 
Real soon after that I bought me a 1266 but never had the 
patience to learn it. 
  This page of the Survey notes also mentions a house that 
was not put on the Plat but I did find it on the USGS Quad-
rangle map. Look near the top of the notes at 49 Chains. It 
says house bears N. 2.50 chs distance (chs is the abbreviation 

for chains). It’s cut off where they said they were heading 
east between sections 18 and 19. At 49 chains or 594 feet 
east of the half mile and about where the 8 is printed for the 
bearing S 89 54’ E is where the house was. I guess the drafts-
man had to put that bearing there deciding the bearing was 
more important than showing the house. Below is a piece of 
the  1896 USGS 30 Min. Quadrangle Map 1900 Edition 
showing the house on it. There are even other houses on this 
map that is not on the plat but our log cabin isn’t there. I 
have found that the USGS Maps aren’t as accurate. I have 
looked for houses on them that I couldn’t find and some of 
the houses that I did find was up to 300’ off.  The Township 
Plats show everything that crosses the section lines to the 
nearest 1/4 of a chain on this example and nearest tenth on 
others. The only maps that can get any closer to that are the 
ones that were generated by aerial data, satellites, or GPS.  
  To order the Township Plats and  Survey Notes you have to 
know what Township and Range you want and between 
which sections for the notes. Township Numbers will be 
North for the north part of the state and South for the south 
part. Range Line Numbers will be East for the east part of the 
state and west for the west. The map we are using for the 
example is Township 10 North, Range 17 East. A map is the 
best place to find the Township and Range you need. Unfor-
tunately most seamless maps on the internet will not show it 
since they are on the top and sides of the map. Paper or digi-
tal County Maps will have them and the paper 7.5, 30, and 
15 Minutes USGS Quadrangle Maps will also have the 
Township and Ranges on them. You can buy Paper County 
Maps for 50 cents each or a CD of the whole state with city 
maps for $75.00. 
  Plats show 36 square miles and are 18” x 24”. The Survey 
Notes come on the same size paper  and may show 2 miles of  
notes. The GLO Plats or Notes are $1.50 each plus a han-

dling fee if they are mailed to you. A 
word of caution about the Notes. Most 
Plats show everything mentioned in the 
Notes. At $1.50 apiece the cost of notes 
can add up real fast. The Plats are well 
worth the price. Besides paper you can 
also get them on Microfiche for 50 cents 
the first copy and 25 cents for additional 
copies. You can order them by phone, 
mail, fax, or in person from the Depart-
ment of Libraries, Archives Division. 
Their phone numbers are 800-522-8116; 
405-522-3579; fax is 800-397-8116; 405-
522-3583 and to order by mail: 
Linda Raulston 
Oklahoma Department of Libraries 

Archives Division 
200 NE 18th Street 
Oklahoma City, Ok. 73105 
If you have any questions or need any help with anything just 
let me know. 
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Chuck Marcum 
7716 Riverside Dr. #305C 
Tulsa, OK 74136 


